
 

EXCERPT AGAINST EUGENICS 

 

This is an excerpt from a longer article called “The party and the intelligentsia” [Puolue ja 

sivistyneistö] by Mauri Ryömä, published in Kommunisti, no. 4, 1949. Translated from Finnish by ML-

Theory.  

 

 

A relevant and practical example demonstrates the significance that theory of biology has for daily 

questions. 

 

The parliament is currently discussing a law proposed by minister Simonen, toiling hard on behalf of 

the poor people of this nation. This newly proposed sterilization law would somewhat widen the 

possibilities of applying this significant social reform measure.  The issue has raised much interest in 

medical circles, and so even senior physician Y. K. Suominen gave his opinion on the topic in issue 11 

of last year's Lääkärilehti ["Doctor journal"].  Senior physician Suominen examines the question from 

the point of view of eugenics, i.e. hereditary hygiene, and as he claims “in light of modern genetics”. 

According to the latter, human, just like non-human “basic organizing characteristics, genes, are passed 

on to the offspring of the given individual regardless of how favorable or unfavorable an environment 

the given individual has lived throughout its period of development and life”. Therefore “just as little as 

we can ever turn a hereditarily inferior and sick cow into a good milking cow, even with the best of 

care, just as little can we make inferior human-individuals into good citizens, even with the best care 

and upbringing”. 

 

This is the theoretical foundation from which dr. Suominen views sterilization legislation. In his 

opinion doctors should be able to carry out "loads" of sterilizations for eugenic reasons, which would 

mean that 5000-6000 Finnish people would be sterilized annually. It would target particularly "anti-

social mental defectives" who easily resort to theft, vagrancy or prostitution and end up in prison, from 

where dr. Suominen would rapidly ship them off to be sterilized and thus in his own opinion would 

eliminate crime altogether in a few years – and also elevate our nations' racial standard, since inferior 

people would no longer be able to procreate. 

 

It is fairly simple to observe that dr. Suominen's conclusions are reactionary nonsense, but for many it 

is not as simple to understand that the reactionary nature of those ideas is implicit in that very 

theory of heredity, which up to now has held a monopoly, according to which heredity is allegedly 

independent of environmental conditions. 

 

The research of Soviet biologist Lysenko has fundamentally smashed the aforementioned theory of 

heredity and simultaneously removed all foundation from the reactionary conclusions of the Suominens 

of the whole world. With his extensive research Lysenko has irrefutably proven that hereditary traits do 

not have the mystical quality alleged by the earlier idealist theory, but are influenced by the 

environment just like the rest of the natural world. Thus marxist materialist biology helps us reach 

the conclusion that e.g. crime, the vast majority of which is caused by societal conditions, cannot 

be abolished through sterilization but through changing societal conditions. 

 

This example vividly illustrates that marxism-leninism is not a dead schema but a living scientific 

method, which applies across all fields of science. 

 


